
MAY-JUNE 2022                     Issue # 469  

2022 the 
struggle 

2023 the new 
theme 

2022  
Stories & Myths 
well underway 



MAY-JUNE 2022        469-2 

2 

 

Following the decision of the Extraordinary PostEurop Board of Directors meeting held on 25 April 2022, 

the 2023 EUROPA Stamp theme will be “PEACE – the highest value of humanity.” This was  proposed by 

Ukrposhta (Ukraine Post) “to show solidarity with Ukraine and to promote the universal value for all hu-

manity – peace”. This was picked up by most stamp publications. Below is a condensation from Linns 
Weekly Stamp News, edition of 23 May 2022., article by Denise  McCarty. 

Breaking News 

New Theme Announced for 2023 

The Europa stamp theme for 2023 was 

changed to “Peace — the highest value of hu-

manity” at the request of Ukraine’s post office, 

according to an April 29 press release from 

PostEurop. The trade association representing 

European public postal operators, PostEurop 

also selects the theme for the multination Eu-

ropa stamp series. Underwater Fauna and Flora, 

originally to be the subject of Europa stamps 

in 2023, will now be the theme for 2024. Like-

wise, the theme of National Archaeological Dis-

coveries is postponed from 2024 to 2025.  
 

A contest will be held to select the common 

design to be used by all participating nations. 
 

[Not to be confused with Ukraine’s own com-

mon design. See page 6. –ed.] 
 

In addition, PostEurop has previously dis-

cussed the possibility of suspending both Rus-

sian Post and Belarus’ Belpochta from partici-

pating in PostEurop activities. That action will 

perhaps take place at a virtual meeting of the 

association’s general assembly on June 1. 
 

[Editor’s Note: this had to happen. For that 

matter, why is Russia still in the Council of 

Europe? ] 

An April 28 organizational announcement 

from PostEurop said that two items on the 

agenda of that June 1 meeting will be the 

“amendment ... to allow for the suspension or 

exclusion of a Member from PostEurop” and 

the “revocation of Mrs. Olga Zhitnikova of JSC 

Russian Post as a Member of the Board of Di-

rectors.” 
 

Both the press release and organizational an-

nouncement said that while Russia and Bela-

rus may issue Europa stamps in 2022 “given 

their membership status at the time of the call 

for publication and following the existing Eu-

ropa guidelines,” neither postal administration 

will be allowed to participate in the most beau-

tiful Europa stamp contest organization by 

PostEurop.  Public online voting in that con-

test is scheduled to begin May 9 and continue 

through Sept. 9. 
 

Russia already issued a single 55-kopeck Eu-

ropa stamp on Jan. 20. Belarus was scheduled 

to issue two new Europa stamps in May. 
 

The first Europa postage stamps were issued 

in 1956 by six postal administrations. In 2021, 

more than 50 postal administrations issued 

Europa stamps. 
 

According to PostEurop, Europa stamps un-

derline “cooperation in the posts domain, tak-

ing into account promotion of philately. They 

also build awareness of the common roots, cul-

ture and history of Europe and its common 

goals.” 

 

[Once again, no mention of the ATA, the ESU 

or our website, or the Europa Blogspot. —ed.] 

Ukraine won the contest for Best Europa Stamp Design in 
2006 with “Integration As Seen By Young People.” 

http://www.europastudyunit.org/
https://europa-stamps.blogspot.com/
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A lot of activity has been recorded as well in 

response to these incidents in the Ukraine. 

One of the first was a contest run online for 

best motif summarizing current events. 
 

Ukraine’s post office, Ukrposhta, announced 

the contest 1 March and received almost 500 

entries by the March 4 deadline; that’s less 

than a week. Ukrposhta selected the top 20 

entries and displayed these images on its Fa-

cebook and Instagram pages for the general 

public to vote on from 8 to 11 March. 
 

The winner was Boris Groh, who’s winning 

entry gave a view of a Ukrainean soldier giv-

ing the “Single-Digit Salute” to a passing Rus-

sian destroyer. Quoting Ukrposhta:  
 

The stamps reproduce Boris Groh’s winning 

design in the contest for Ukrainian defiance 

with the message “Russian warship go f—k 

yourself.” Groh’s design illustrates that re-

sponse by showing a soldier on the island flip-

ping off a Russian warship. The sheet margins 

include the statement “Glory to Heroes.”  

 

UKRAINE  2v 
 

Issue date 12 April 2022 

 

The F stamp is 

for sending a reg-

istered letter 

weighing ≤50g 

within Ukraine. 

 

The W denominated 

stamp is for sending 

a non-priority simple 

letter by land 

transport ≤50g to for-

eign countries.  

Breaking News 

New Theme Announced for 2023 

Groh’s illustration received 1,756 out of the 

8,000 votes cast in the poll, according to 

Ukrposhta’s press release announcing him as 

the winner. 
 

A professional artist, Groh lived in Crimea un-

til the 2014 Russian invasion and annexation 

of the Crimean Peninsula. He then moved to 

Kyiv and later to Lviv, according to 

Ukrposhta. 

Personally, your humble editor finds it amaz-

ing that, even in wartime, life goes on. But so 

it does. The next few pages document what I 

know so far about  stamp issues pertinent to 

the situation in the Ukraine. I see this becom-

ing an ancillary topic to a well-rounded 

“Europa” collection. If Lighthouse does not 

come through I will undoubtedly create my 

own pages for this sub-topic. For now, I’ll 

simply call it “Peace and Solidarity.” 

Ukrposhta’s photo of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy holding the country’s new stamps issued April 12.  
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New Issues 

As might have been expected, other countries 

are expressing their solidarity/support with 

Ukraine philatelically. This could become a 

presentable little sidebar to a Europa collec-

tion; we will publish a checklist in the future. 

 

The following is excerpted from Linn’s issue of  

11 April 2022: 
 

Other European countries have joined Latvia 

in issuing stamps to demonstrate their sup-

port for Ukraine after the Russian invasion on 

Feb. 24. 

As reported previously, Latvia’s postal admin-

istration, Latvijas Pasts, issued a €1.44 stamp 

March 10 in a souvenir sheet of three stamps 

and a label, with 50 percent of the proceeds 

going to the Ukrainian charity organization 

Ziedot.lv. 

Since then, Estonia, Poland and Austria re-

leased stamps showing their solidarity with 

Ukraine. Also, Croatia is scheduled to issue a 

stamp April 12, and Lithuania announced a 

design contest for a stamp to be issued in May. 

 

So, here we go with a rundown of what we 

know now. 

LATVIA  1v in a ms of 3v+label (shown) 
 

Issue date 10 March 2022 

From Latvijas Pasts: 

In response to Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine, Latvijas Pasts will issue a block of 

three stamps in support of Ukraine on March 

10. The sale price of the stamp block will be 

nine euros, and 50% of the proceeds from its 

sale will be donated to the support program of 

the charity fund Ziedot.lv Ukraine. 
 

The philatelic editions dedicated to supporting 

Ukraine depict the symbols of independence of 

both countries - the Independence Monument 

in Kiev and the Freedom Monument in Riga, 

the national flags of Ukraine and Latvia, and 

inscriptions in Ukrainian and Latvian: “We 

are with you!” and “Glory to Ukraine!” 
 

According to Ziedot.lv, the charity organiza-

tion was “founded in 2003 with the mission to 

channel individual and business donations to 

people in need. Ziedot.lv is offering a safe, easy 

and transparent way to support carefully veri-

fied and selected charity projects, to follow-up 

their progress and be sure your donation has 

reached the goal.” 

ESTONIA  1v 
 

Issue date 24 March 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

According to Omniva (Estonia Post), the text 

in the upper left corner is in two languages. 

The first line in Ukrainian translates to “Glory 

to Ukraine!” and the second line in Estonian 

translates to “Estonia supports Ukraine,”  
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New Issues 

POLAND  1v 
 

Issue date 

24 March 2022 

 

“We Are With You!” 

 
 

 

Design shows hands clasping with the colors of 

the flags of Poland (white & red) and Ukraine 

(blue & yellow). 

 

 

Also a companion stamp, 

titled “Poles Rescuing Jews” 

AUSTRIA  1v  
 

Issue date 

31 March 2022 

 

 

 

From Austria Post: 
 

At the end of February 2022 something hap-

pened that was hard to imagine in Europe: the 

outbreak of war on European soil and not far 

from Austria. 
 

The consequences affect millions of people, di-

rectly and indirectly. Those directly affected 

are often defenseless and helpless and there-

fore very dependent on human solidarity, on 

humanitarian aid from those who can provide 

it quickly and unbureaucratically. 
 

The surcharge stamp of Austrian Post is a soli-

darity contribution. It should help to provide 

those affected with what they need - the range 

and extent of what is necessary is large. That's 

why half of the 2 euro surcharge for the stamp, 

which has a nominal value of 1 euro, goes to 

two experienced aid organizations: the Austri-

an Nachbar in Not "Neighbor in Need", and 

the international UNICEF. Both are partners 

in issuing this special stamp  

* * * 
 

That is a huge surcharge, unlike the usual 

small amounts that get tacked on to a semi-

postal stamp. They are obviously targeting us 

collectors as well as the general public. 
 

The organization “Neighbors in Need” was 

founded in 1992 by Caritas, the Austrian Red 

Cross and by the Austrian Broadcaster ORF, 

originally to aid victims of the civil war in the 

former Yugoslavia. Their purpose now is “to 

support people who are in need as a result of 

natural disasters, war, armed conflicts, or po-

litical and economic crises.” Ukraine should 

satisfy most of those criteria.  

 

MOLDOVA  1v 
 

Issue date 

19 April 2022 

 

MOLDOVA 

FOR PEACE 
 
 

 

From Moldova Post: 

Thousands of people cross the border every 

day into the Republic of Moldova due to the 

war happening in Ukraine. They have various 

needs regarding food, transportation, goods, 

services (medical, translation and interpreta-

tion, psychological help, etc.) and more. The 

National Inbound and Domestic Tourism Asso-

ciation from Moldova (ANTRIM) is available to 

accommodate refugees during this period.” 
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New Issues 

CROATIA has also announced a stamp, which 

should appear on its website soon, According 

to Linn’s, it will be a B stamp showing a rape-

seed field and a blue sky mimicking the 

Ukrainian flag. Inscribed across the sky is 

“For Peace in Ukraine.” Nothing more yet on 

Croatia’s website. 

 

On 12 March LITHUANIA  Post announced a 

contest to create a design honoring the defend-

ers of freedom in Ukraine. The stamp was to 

be a semi-postal with part of the funds allocat-

ed to Blue/Yellow, which has described itself 

as a non-governmental organization “that has 

been supporting Ukraine’s armed resistance 

since 2014.” Hmmm. The contest ran through 

31 March; the stamp is planned to be issued 

by 6 May. It is now May, and the stamps being 

described sound a lot like the ones described 

earlier in this newsletter. 

 

It had to happen.  Stamperija, world famous 

purveyor of trash masquerading as stamps, 

has announced that they will be offering  

 

UKRAINE personalized 

postage stamps, with 

the famous painting of 
Boris Groh "Russian 

warship, f*** you !. 

UKRAINE  1v 
 

Issue date 14 April 2022 
 

“DONE” 

 

In an April 22 Facebook post, confirmed with a 

comment on May 7, Ukraine’s post office an-

nounced that it will continue the theme with an-

other stamp issue in a pane of three with three 

labels. The label shows the defiant response of 

the Ukrainian defenders of Snake Island when 

they were asked to surrender by someone 
aboard one of the two Russian warships that at-

tacked the island on Feb. 24. 
 

For the new stamp design, the original artwork 

was modified to remove the battleship, which 

Ukrainians sunk on April 14, two days after the 

first stamps were issued. 
 

The selvage of the pane carries the message 

“Russian Warship ... DONE!” and the date of the 

sinking. 

Speaking of which, a letter poured in recently 

from someone who considers themselves an 

expert on such things, taking me to task for 

mixing up fake stamps with stamps that are 

downright illegal. While the first may be 

lumped into various categories of album 

weeds, the last should never appear in an al-

bum. More on that in an upcoming issue. 
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It’s crackers to slip a rozzer the dropsy in snide. 

Article 

For a number of medical issues — scolio-

sis, stenosis, halitosis, et al. — I have been 

late in getting out this issue of the news-

letter. Those close to me have been very 

supportive, and so I keep buggerin’ on, as 

my cousin in England is wont to say. I 

have had zero time to work on my own col-

lection, but that has also given me time to 

ruminate a bit. 
 

When Russia made its move it was to no 

one’s surprise. … except the outcome. This 

obviously has not had time to play out, but 

the fact that Ukraine still stands as I 

write this in mid-May is nothing short of 

amazing. By now, Ukraine was supposed 

to  be flying the Russian flag and Vladmir  

was supposed to be looking around for 

more. 
 

Instead, the western alliances have held 

together, Putin is a war criminal, and in-

stead of crumbling, NATO is stronger 

than ever.. Who’d have thought? 
 

Why, instead of falling apart, NATO mem-

bership is being sought by Sweden and 

Finland. And Turkey will probably decide 

to stay put. 
 

Because …..because we’ve been down this 

road before, and no one with a memory 

wants to do it again. That’s why NATO 

was created, the Europa alliances were 

formed, and these bonds have been tight-

ened. We’ve seen what monsters like Vla-

dimir Putin can unleash, and we are say-

ing “no more.” 
 

Now we hear pundits saying that Ukraine 

might win. But, what does that mean ex-

actly? How can Russia stay on the Council 

of Europe or the United Nations Security 

Council after what Putin has done?   Do 

those  organizations really stand for some-

thing? Stay tuned. ■ 

 

 

New Issues 

Europa 2021 

Endangered National Wildlife 

So at last we have Albania.  As Yogi Berra fa-

mously said, it ain’t over ‘til it’s over!  Still, we 

can venture to say that  Europa 2021  is a 

wrap. However, Linn’s is still behind in as-

signing catalog numbers to many of the issues, 

so Yogi still gets the last word.. 

ALBANIA    1v + ms of 1v (same stamp)  
 
Issue date 30 March 2022 

 

The inscription on the stamp, repeated on the 

larger block, says simply “Endangered Nation-

al Wildlife. It looks attractive, and is hopefully 

worth waiting for.”  
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New Issues 

NORWAY  2v  
 

Issue date 22 April 2022 

A Huldra is a seductive forest creature found in 

Scandinavian folklore. Though described as 

beautiful, the huldra is noted for having a dis-

tinctively inhuman feature—an animal's tail 

(usually a cow's or a fox's) and/or a back resem-

bling a hollowed-out tree.  
 

In Old Norse sources, beings described as Trolls 

dwell in isolated areas of rocks, mountains, or 

caves, live together in small family units, and 

are rarely helpful to human beings. Trolls may 

be ugly and slow-witted, or look and behave ex-

actly like human beings, 
 

—Wikipedia via Europa Blogspot 

 

Note: the troll as depicted  must be what J.K. Rowl-

ing had in mind. It looks like me before I’ve had my 

morning coffee. –ed. 

Huldra Troll 

SWITZERLAND  2v 
 

Issue date 5 May 2022 

The story of a hero who had to shoot an apple 

placed on his child’s head is found in many dif-

ferent European collections of legends. But it 

was here in Switzerland where it became a fun-

damental part of the legend of how the nation 

was founded. William Tell achieved fame far be-

yond national borders as the courageous and 

fearless main character in Friedrich Schiller’s 

1804 play of the same name. After the founda-

tion of the federal state in 1848, William Tell 

became a major figure in shaping the identity of 

the emerging nation. 
 

The young illustrator and graphic artist Elena 

Knecht has taken a fresh look at this subject. 

She sought to give a modern twist to the folk tale 

and to present it in a contemporary style. 
 

The dramatic scene with the pierced apple prob-

ably comes from Nordic legends in the early Mid-

dle Ages. Travelling monks are believed to have 

brought these stories to Switzerland. The pierced 

apple is one of the most memorable and famous 

scenes in the William Tell story. 
— from Swiss Post 

And now, let’s pick up where we left off  last issue with stamps for Europa ‘2022 …. 

GREECE  2v se-tenant; 
 

Issue date 12 May 2022 

Orpheus' Death -  Orpheus, during the end of his life, wor-

shipped no gods except the sun, whom he called Apollo. One 

day, he went to pay tribute to the sun near the oracle of Di-

onysus, where he was caught by the Maenads, and was 

killed for being an infidel to the god Dionysus.  
           — Europa Blogspot  

both stamps are also issued in one booklet of 4 stamps (2 of each) - the stamps             
from the booklet are perforated on two sides only 
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Like what you see so far? Join the ESU to see more! 

http://www.europastudyunit.org/Main%20page%20Signup.html

